Massive cardiac deposits of AL-amyloid in a patient with previous valve replacement.
A 78-year old male with AL-type cardiac amyloidosis is presented. Amyloidosis had not been diagnosed during life, as the patient's complaints had been incorrectly ascribed to failure of a Ionescu-Shiley bovine pericardial bioprosthesis inserted seven years previously. Technical considerations relevant to the correct interpretation of echocardiograms in this setting are reviewed. The unique observation of incidental involvement the bioprosthesis by deposits of the Al-amyloid is described.